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Lesson 1.2: Functions and Function Notation

Standard Notation

VS. Function Notation
y=x+3 f(x)=x+3

Solve for y when x =1. Find /().

y=1+3 f()=1+3

y=4 f)=4

Note: fis not a variable.
f(x) does not mean f times x.

It means: What is the value of the function, f, when x equals a
certain value?

Ex. For each function, determine the values indicated.

1. &LD\)

If £(x)=3x>-2x+1, find f(-1).

fe=3c5 =l

2
= 242 % L6y =2 () = 260) ¢
- = 300 20+
= AR\
2.1f f(x)=-3x+2, find x if f(x)=0. Ciad % I y=0
O="3x+2
—,i:’)(
-3
2 =
=



1.2 Functions and Function Notation.notebook February 06, 2026

3.1f f(x)=x"—6x, find x if f(x)=16.

_ 2 M-I

HO_'% (&7 ‘ﬂ __(0
= 2 -1

O = %~ bx-l NI
:(w—83(9r+25

v-8=0 x 42 =0

x=%¥ X=-2

oXZE 4 x=-2
4.1f f(x)=2x"-3x and g(x)=3x-4,
a) find 32627 S Limes §(7> ]
gj( » PS0b = o) f(m+1) =2 (mil) - 3 (m+)
Sof -5 [30-u | 2o )~ 3n 2
- -3 = Am oL 3my =3
= Q4+ m - |
c) f(f(x)) d) g(f(x)
Yeohin 1= a0y //
LGy =y ™3

=20 ~3(d )
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THINK: Would f(g(x)) be the same as g(f(x)?
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HOMEWGORK

p- 23 H 45 &, 1€ +Hondedt>

This is read:
*f of x equals x-squared”

f(x) = x*

The whole svmbol is
the output value.

The x is the generic name f is not a variable.
for the input value. This doesn't mean
f times x




